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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is a First Action Non-Final on the merits. Claims 1-8, as 
originally filed, are currently pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pragelas 
et al. (US 2002/0095308) in view of Barts et al. (US 2002/0082893). 

As per claim 1, Pragelas discloses "A system for tracking and monitoring a 
transaction", (pg 1, col. 1, If 1; via facilitating and monitoring shipping transactions and 
tracking the location of vehicles utilized therefor), "the system comprising: 

at least one client device operable by at least one of a plurality of users of the 
system" (pg. 3, col. 2, 31 ; via terminal allowing a user to access the central server. 
Where the terminal can be a personal computer, which is the client device); 

"at least one centralized data store for storing information that includes data 
[pertaining to the shipment], the plurality ofusers of the system, and the transaction, the 
transaction data including a plurality of activities and documents for completing the 
transaction" (pg. 2 col. 1 , If 1 1 ; via central site including a database, that database 
including a sending party record, a receiving party record, and a shipping party record, 
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the central site capable of collecting information regarding a load of goods, making 
available the location information and bill of lading for access by at least one of said 
parties via the electronic network. Where the sending party, receiving party and 
shipping party record includes data about the plurality of users and the rest of the 
information available is the transaction data including the plurality of activities and 
documents); "and 

a controller, operatively coupling the at least one client device and the at least 
one centralized data store" (pg. 4, col. 2, 37; via allowing communications, data 
display, and data entry between a remote client site and a central server via a website 
or other interface generated by a central server), the controller selectively providing 
access to information stored in the data store for tracking and monitoring the transaction 
and the activities performed and documents created, reviewed and completed by 
parties to the transaction" (pg. 4, col. 2, U 38; via using the central server website an 
account exists in the user accounts. The account includes user ID, password, and user 
profile information. To access and communicate interactively with the central server a 
party uses its user ID and password to log onto the website. The use of user accounts 
within the system suggests that the controller is selectively providing access to certain 
information to only those users that have accounts). 

Pragelas et al., however, fails to disclose the fact that the transaction includes a 
specific "object of value". Barts et al. discloses an "object of value"(abstract via 
vehicles). Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
pertinent art at the time the invention was made to modify the method for facilitating 
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shipment transaction creation and monitoring of Pragelas et al. to include the delivery 
system and method for vehicles as taught by Barts. This is because the shipping 
transaction could involve the shipping of any object and it is well known that vehicles 
are often shipped from manufacturer to dealer, dealer to dealer, dealer to customer, etc. 

As per claim 2, Pragelas discloses all of the elements of the claimed invention 
but fails to disclose "the object of value is comprised of one of a yacht, boat, ship, 
marine vessel, aircraft, motor vehicle, other transportation vehicles and real estate for 
personal, commercial and/or recreational use". Barts et al. discloses "the object of value 
is comprised of one of a yacht, boat, ship, marine vessel, aircraft, motor vehicle, other 
transportation vehicles and real estate for personal, commercial and/or recreational use" 
(abstract via vehicles). Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the pertinent art at the time the invention was made to modify the method for 
facilitating shipment transaction creation and monitoring of Pragelas et al. to include 
delivery system and method for vehicles as taught by Barts. This is because the 
shipping transaction could involve the shipping of any object and it is well known that 
vehicles are often shipped from manufacturer to dealer, dealer to dealer, dealer to 
customer, etc. 

As per claim 3, Pragelas et al. further discloses "a user interface providing a 
graphical representation of the transaction and the plurality of activities and documents" 
(pg. 3, col. 1 , U 26; via a web server connected to or included in the central server, 
provides a user interface, preferably based on a web site. Where the web site is the 
graphical representation. And via central server includes one or more databases storing 
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a plurality of user records or accounts, transaction information, and other information of 
interest.) 

As per claim 4, Pragelas et al. further discloses, "the graphical representation 
further includes information regarding a current status of the activities and documents" 
(pg. 2 , col. 1, If 12; via permitting said party in interest to have access, via the central 
site, to information concerning the location of the vehicle, to the status of collection of 
said pick up notification, and to the status of the collection of said proof of delivery 
information). 

As per claim 5, Pragelas et al. further discloses, "the status includes one of 
pending, closed, and aborted" (pg. 3, col. 1, If 2; via electronically notifying a storage 
facility of a sending party's instruction that an outgoing load be released from the facility 
for the delivery; electronically notifying a carrier that the load is available for pickup. 
Where both of these notifications suggests a "pending" status of delivery). 

As per claim 6, Pragelas et al. further discloses "the controller further includes a 
notification engine providing messages to the parties to the transaction corresponding to 
the activities" (pg. 5, col. 1 , If 44; via the notification can be, for example, via e-mail or 
via pop-up message at the party's terminal or vehicle terminal. Where the messages 
pertain to the transaction). 

As per claim 7, Pragelas et al. further discloses, "interface between the controller 
and an external data source including information related to the object of value" (pg. 4, 
col. 1 , If 36; via preferably during operation, the vehicle terminal displays data and 
allows the input of data which is transmitted to and received from the central server via 
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the vehicle processor. Where the vehicle terminal is the external data source and the 
central server is the controller.) 

As per claim 8, Pragelas et al. discloses all of the elements of the claimed 
invention but fails to disclose "the plurality of users includes at least one of a dealer or 
broker, an escrow agent, a documentation agent, a buyer or seller of the object, a 
manufacturer or builder of the object, a wholesale finance or floor plan provider, a retail 
bank or financial institution, an insurance underwriter, agent or broker, a marine 
surveyor 10 and a system administrator or closing coord inator". Barts et al. discloses 
"the plurality of users includes at least one of a dealer or broker, an escrow agent, a 
documentation agent, a buyer or seller of the object, a manufacturer or builder of the 
object, a wholesale finance or floor plan provider, a retail bank or financial institution, an 
insurance underwriter, agent or broker, a marine surveyor 10 and a system 
administrator or closing coordinator" (abstract via managers of a manufacturing plant). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the pertinent 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the method for facilitating shipment 
transaction creation and monitoring of Pragelas et al. to include the vehicle delivery 
system as taught by Barts et al. This is because the shipping transaction could involve 
the shipping of any object and it is well known that vehicles are often shipped from 
manufacturer to dealer, dealer to dealer, dealer to customer, etc. 
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Conclusion 



4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Broerman (6,594,633) discloses a real estate computer network 
that tracks the real estate transaction. Green et al. (6,041 ,310) discloses a method and 
system for automobile transactions. Fletcher (US 2002/0059390) discloses an 
integration messaging system for creating and processing customized business 
transactions. Rose, Jr. (6,076,064) discloses a uniform system for verifying and 
tracking the title of articles or objects of value. Halpern (5,960,410) discloses a device 
and method for object-based development of business applications software. Fai et al. 
(US 2003/0046639) discloses method and systems for facilitating creation presentation, 
exchange, and management of documents to facilitate business transactions. Johnson 
(5,615,342) discloses an electronic proposal preparation system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Candice D. Carter whose telephone number is (571 ) 
270-5105. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:30-5:00) with 
First Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynda Jasmin can be reached on (572) 272-3033. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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